Beginning Theatre Arts

Grossmont High School

http://foothillerplayers.edublogs.org 

(check the website frequently for updates on drama club, productions, handouts, power points, and other generally cool information)

Ms. Ecker  ~  Email:aecker@guhsd.net
Welcome to Theatre Arts! In this class you will be developing your imagination to create a unique type of art…that of the Theatre (and I guarantee you will boost your self confidence in the process!) In this pursuit, we need to keep a few things in mind.

I require and expect nothing less than your very best in all rehearsals, improvisations, pantomimes, scenes, journals, tests, etc. Because of the interactive nature of this class and out of fairness to the other students, it is expected that each student come on time to each class prepared with any assignments from the previous class session. 

1. Participation- 35%

(Including: full participation in class activities, improvisations, pantomimes, cooperation, being on-task, preparedness—You will be randomly evaluated on your performance in these areas) 

2. Tests/Quizzes- 15%

(Tests on: terms, theatre history, acting techniques, games, etc)

3. Homework/Written Work- 15%
4. Scene Performances*- 30%

5. Production Attendance and Critiques- 5% (you are required to attend both Fall and Spring Productions at GHS and write short critique of each show. If you do not attend, you will be assigned a make-up project)
If you would like to receive text updates regarding auditions, shows, homework reminders and encouragement from Ms. Ecker, you can do so by texting- 
Period 3: @thea1per3 to 81010 via Remind 101. This is voluntary but recommended
Period 4: @thea1per4 to 81010 via Remind 101. This is voluntary but recommended
*The ONLY acceptable excuse for not showing up for a pre-scheduled scene performance is illness or a family emergency and parent or doctor’s note/email. The late work policy will then apply.  If you do not come to class on the day a scene is due and you do not have an acceptable excuse, your score will be dropped one letter grade for every day it is late. 
Class rules:

1. Show respect for yourself, your ensemble, and your instructor
2.  Attendance – You must be here for class. Participation is an essential part of the class and of your grade. If you are absent more than 10 days in a semester I will recommend you to be dropped from the class.
3. Participate fully in all class activities and do your best by staying on task and being prepared with all costumes and props!

4. Listen with your full attention when others are speaking
5. Late work policy- Late work is not accepted for unexcused absences or suspensions. In the case of an excused absence, students have one day per day absent to make up work. (ie. If student was absent 2 days, s/he has 2 days to make up work)
6. No food, drinks, or gum. (H2O is ok) If you choose to violate this rule, you will be served with a detention.  THIS IS YOUR WARNING!
7. Electronics: All electronics are to be turned off and put away unless directed by the instructor
Consequences: Please refer to the Student Handbook

Tardy Policy: Lateness will not be tolerated and will affect your participation grade after 2 tardies. Please refer to the student handbook for the tardy policy. 
Curriculum for Theatre Arts 1/2: 

Acting: Voice and Movement 
• Mime/Pantomime – Perform and individual and group presentation. 
• Improvisation – Theater games, character work, improve techniques
• Oral Interpretation – A poetry/children’s story reading with emphasis on vocal techniques 
• Storytelling – Vocal interpretation and physicalization of a story using a variety of character voices and body movements with props and costumes. 
• Monologues/Auditions 
• Scenes – In class scenes and performances including script analysis, script scoring, and performance. 
Writing and Theater/Film Projects 
• Theater Reviews – YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND BOTH FALL AND SPRING PRODUCTIONS AT GHS and write a critique of each show. 
• Reading and Written homework assignments will be given for each unit studied, including quizzes.
· Regular journaling in class 
 Directing and Producing 
• The Production Team – The roles of Director, Producer, and Production Team will be 

explored. 
• Creating a production – Students in groups create poster design and publicity package for a play.  Genre, style and concept will be discussed 

Historical Profile 
• History of the theater- A survey of historical periods from Greeks to Modern Theater will be 

presented through lectures/class projects. 

Technical Theatre 
• The Technical Crews – The stage, set, prop, lighting, sound, and costume and 

make-up crews will be explored.  
• Design for the stage – A study of the elements of effective production design. 

Careers and Theatre 
• Students will have the opportunity to learn about the professional side of theatre/film artists.

Supplies:  



· Highlighter

· A folder for handouts

· Pencils AND Pens (black/blue)
· Single subject spiral notebook (to be used as a journal and turned in)  

· Imagination and creativity!!!
A Word on Trust: This is probably the most important rule of all. By enrolling in this course, I assume you are mature enough to handle the material and to relate to each in a supportive way. This class can not work without trust and mutual respect for everyone. If at any time I feel that you are not contributing to an atmosphere of trust, we will discuss your behavior and how we can work together to help you improve.
However, if your behavior continues to erode the quality of the class you will be dropped from the course.
All coursework integrates current California State Standard requirements and satisfies the ‘f’ requirement of the UC and CSU systems:
Artistic Perception – Introductory vocabulary of theatre

Creative Expression and Performance Skills – Students apply processes

and skills in acting, directing, designing, and scriptwriting to create formal

and informal theatre and perform in them.

Historical, Cultural, and World Theatre Studies – Students analyze the

role and development of theatre and film/video in past and present cultures throughout the world, noting diversity as it relates to theatre.

Aesthetic Valuing and Play Analysis– Review required productions and analyze cinema both inside and outside of class.

Connections, Relationships, Applications, and Theatre Production –

You will connect theatre to areas outside of production and performance. 

*The Common Core standards are becoming the new benchmark for teaching and learning. Throughout this course we will be addressing elements of the National Core Arts Standards for Theatre Arts as they are disseminated through the San Diego County Office of Education and this course will integrate those standards as they become available. *

CLASS CONTRACT
Return this sheet to Ms. Ecker

I, (print your name)_________________________have read the syllabus and understand the class requirements for Theatre 1/2/3/4/5/6/7/8.

I further understand that participation is very important in this class

and I will be expected to memorize and perform in front of the class. I understand that I am required to attend both Fall and Spring Productions or do the make-up assignment.
Student Signature_________________ Class period________

Student email_____________________________________________________
Print Parent Name__________________________

Parent email address:____________________________________________________
Parent phone (h)_________________(w)__________________
Parent Signature ____________________________Date________

I understand that contacting Ms. Ecker by email is the fastest way to receive a response.
aecker@guhsd.net
